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of London, Durham and Winchester, and the twenty-one
senior Bishops of the Church of England. The Lords of Ap-
peal in Ordinary are Life Peers with special judicial duties,
*The Scottish Representative Peers are elected by all Scottish
Peers who do not hold United Kingdom Peerages.12 The
Irish Representative Peers are the survivors of the Irish Peers
who were elected for life before 1922.13
It is of interest to examine the age of the existing peer-
ages in order to ascertain the extent to which the House is
composed of modem creations. The following table illustrates
this:
Century of
Creation
or Elevation                           Mar-                    Vis-
to Rank                   Dukes   quesses   Earls   counts   Barons   Total
13th Century                   000055
14th Century                   000055
15th Century                   102036
16th Century                   1             1              3              1              511
17th Century                   7             0            15              0             9           31
18th Century                   7            7           28              6           37           85
19th Century                   4           12           57            17         168         258
,20th Century                   1             7           29           85        305         427
Total        21         27         134         109        537         828
It will be seen that more than half are twentieth-century
creations, 30 per cent date from the nineteenth century,
and about 10 per cent from the eighteenth century. Only
seven per cent date from earlier centuries.
12 The special representation of Scottish Peers in the House of Lords
was provided for in the Act of Union between England and Scotland,
1707,
18 According to the Act of Union with Ireland, 1801, there were
to be four Spiritual and twenty-eight Temporal Peers for Ireland: this
arrangement terminated with the passing of the Irish Free State Agree-
ment Act, 1922.